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TWO  SISTERS; 


O  R, 

THE  ONE  THING  NEEDFUL. 


ÍOLD  BY  WILMAM  WHSON,  AND  SONf 
No.  7,  Cáf>cé-Stri€ty 

frintsrs  ío  tbc  Vheap  Rcfxjitorj  Rchg^ns  and  Moral  n>  'r  Yi, 
And  bj  cbe  Booisiur.u,  Ch*a»,?im  and  Hawiiii, 

10  Towp  and  Countrj# 

tí?  Gi  tiU  A IJowtncc  te  SiiopReepers,  Chapmer,  an«i  Hawker‘é 


Pricx  O^l  Hu.pknky, 


The  TWO  SISTERS,  &c. 


ST.  LUKE,  the  Evangeliíl,  has  given  us 
an  account  of  our  Saviour  paying 
a  vifit  to  t-wo  fiílers,  whom  he  had  a  tender 
regard  and  affetfion  for,  as  well  on  ac- 
count  of  their  own  perfoftál  virtues,  as  the 
faith  andpietyof  'tbéir  brothbr  Lazarus.— 
One  of  thefe  M&s,  who  it  appears  was 
ownerof  thé  houfe,  ar.d  may  well  be  ihp- 
poíed  to  have  ihe  chief  management  et 
fhe  iamilv,  was  Who4iy  taken  up  tn  making 
provííion^for  this  honourable  ^gueft,  and 
receiving  his  folltwers  wtth  that  decency 
and  refpeft  vvhich  was  due  to  the  attendants 
of  fuch  a  maíier.  The  other  waited  upon 
our  Saviour  as  a  difciple,  and  received 
with  all  humility  and  reverence  tho.e  hea- 
venlv  inftrudtons  which  dropped  trom  his 
tongue ;  concluding,  it  may  be  preíumed, 
that  his  preíence  might  be  better  employ* 
cd  than  in  feafíings  and  entertainments* 
and  that  the  care  of  her  cwn  íoul  wa£ 
more  incumbent  upon  her  than  makiní 
-provifion  for  other  people  s  bodies. 


The  reception  of  our  Lord,  and  his  folv 
lowers,  growing  too  burthenfome  to  the 
former  of  thefe  women,  fhe  petitioned  our 
Saviour  to  dilcharge  the  latter  from  het 
attendance  on  his  doóirine,  and  to  com- 
mand  her  affiftance  in  the  buíinefs  of  the 
family.  To  this  petition  our  Saviour  re- 
turns  this  moving  and  important  anfwer, 
under  which  is  couched  a  gentle  repTÍ- 
mand  to  Martha,  for  her  unneceífary  care 
after  the  things  of  this  world,  and  an  high 
encomium  of  Mary*s  zeal  for  thofe  ofano* 
ther,  “  Martha,  Martha,  thou  art  careiul 
4  and  troubled  about  many  things,  but 
“  one  thing  is  needful,  and  Mary  hath. 
“  chofen  that  good  part,  which  fhall  not 
**  be  takeo  away  from  her.”  Is  th«re  not 
fomething  pecuíiarly  mild  and  engaging 
in  the  very  repetition  of  her  name?  f  aifo 
may  ferve  to  make  the  deeper  ímpreffion 
on  her  memory,  and  procure  the  greateT 
attention  to  hts  do&rine.  A  fiag'e  call 
might  have  been  negledied  or  forgotten  by 
Martha,  on  account  of  that  hurry  and 
perplexitv  fhe  underwent  in  looking  after 
her  houiehold  affurs,  aud  providingenter- 
tainment  for  her  guelis  ;  but  therepetition 
ot  the  word  mu  i  refreíh  her  memory  and 
íix  her  attention,  (hew  the  aflfeóhon  andi 
concern  of  the  fpeslcer,  as  wellas  thene- 
ceffity  and  impoit.mceof  the  fpeech.  We. 
have  a  very  lively  inftance  of  this  nature 
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ln  tbat  pathetical  lamentation  of  our  Savi- 
our  over  jerufalem — “  O  Jerufaíem,  Jeru- 
“  falem,  thou  that  UilÍelT:  the  prophets,  and 
“  íloneíf  them  which  are  fent  untothee,  if 
“  thou  hadíf  known,  even  thou,  at  leaft  in 
“  thisthy  day,  the  things  which  belong  to 
“  thy  peace.”  Heteevery  word  fpeaks  the 
aff'ediion  and  fmcerity  of  a  friend  ;  the  very 
thcughts  labour  for  vent  fafler  than  the 
tongue  can  utter  them.  The  fame  princi- 
ple  feems  to  aduate  our  Saviour  in  his  re- 
ply  to  Martha,  and  occaíions  that  graceful 
and  emphatical  repetition,  which  is  full  of 
fo  much  tendernefs  and  aífe<5tion.  The 
reprimand  was  not  of  a  harfh  and  fevere 
complexion,  but  fuch  as  might  proceed 
from  an  indulgent  and  gocd  natured  fr.iend, 
from  one  that  rather  pities  the  infirmities 
than  aggravates  the  faults  of  thofe  he  was 
to  correéí.  It  is  like  that  which  the  pro- 
phet  Jeremiah,  and  the  pfalmifl,  pray  for — 

Corredt  me,  O  Lord,  injudgment,  notin 
“  thine  anger,  left  thou  bring  me  to  no- 
“  thing  :  or  if  I  muft  be  made  anexample 
“  in  this  wrorld,  allot  my  portion  among 
**  the  merciful,  and  let  the  righteous  fmite 
me  friendíy  and  reprove  me.” 

St.  John  informs  us,  that  Jefus  Ioved 
Martha  and  her  fifler  Mary  and  Lazarus 
their  brother,  and  from  this  his  Iove  and 
affeótion,  we  may  conclode,  that  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  reproof  did  proceed.  Our 
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Saviour  faw  fuch  a  difpoíition  to  goodneíi 
in  this  woiBan  as  made  him  entertain  an 
extraordinary  regard  for  her,  and  of  con* 
fequence  exprefs  his  forrow  and  concern, 
that  íhe  íhould  not  improve  all  opportuni- 
ties  of  growing  in  grace  and  wifdom,  and 
going  on  with  cheerfulneís  towards  perfec* 
tton,  but  fhould  by  fome  trifling  incum- 
brances  of  ihis  world,  by  fome  modes  and 
forms  of  civiiitv,  fufFer  her  youngeíl  fiíter 
to  exceed  her  in  pieiy,  and  be  the  more 
able  proficient  in  the  .Chriftian  faith. 
What  Martha  was  gui!ty  of,  was  not,  as 
we  can  gather  from  fcripture,  of  a  fihfui 
nature,  but  rather  a  miímg  the  o-pportn- 
nity  of  knowledge,  and  fpending  that  time 
in  providing  for  our  Saviour’s  reception, 
which  fhe  ought  to  have  employed  in  at- 
tention  to  his  doéirine,  and  the  care  of  her 
own  foul.  For  we  read  tóat  her  fifter 
“  Mary  fate  at  Jefus’s  feet  and  heard  hio 
words,  but  Martha  was  cumbered  about 
“  much  ferving,  and  came  to  him  and.faid, 
“  Lord,  doft  thou  not  care  that  rpy  fiiter 
“  hath  left  me  to  ferve  alone,  bid  her 
“  therefore  that  fhe  help  me.” 

Not  that  Martha’s  refpedful  treatment 
of  our  Lord,  or  her  plentiful  provifion  f  » 
his  attendants,  was  in  its  own  rp.roper  na- 
ture  any  way  blame-worthy  or  criminal, 
for  fomebody  muít  have  done  what  Martha 
did,  or  our  Saviour  have  wanted  that  ne- 
A  3  ceílary 
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ceffary  refreíhment,  which  at  that  time 
occaíioned  his  vifir.  Ko,  confidered  as  an 
a&  of  civUity,  it  was  no  more  thefubjeót 
of  reprehenfion  than  her  fifíer  Mary*s 
anoinring  his  feel  with  the  ointment  of 
coíily  fpikenard,  and  her  dutiful  wiping 
them  withthe  hair  of  her  head  ;  whicli 
good  office  was  fo  far  frotn  being  conflrued 
a  mifpending  of  time,  or  an  ill  application 
of  charge,  that  our  Saviour  himfelf  did 
kindly  accept  of  it,  and  high!y  extolled  it 
oppofition  to  the  captious  ex'ceptions  of 
a  coveteous  ánd  difcontented  Judas.  But 
Martha’s  error  in  the  cafe  before  us,  was 
in  fuffering  the  forms  of  ci\ility  to  ex- 
cludt  the  dutiesof  religion,  and  permitting 
afeeming  peevifh  and  querulous  ill-nature 
to  difcover  itfeif  m  angry  compJaints  and 
remoníirances  againfl  a  pious  and  devout 
fifler.  However,  fmce  Martha’s  intewtions 
were  Iaudable,  and  her  fault  was  only  too 
much  officioufnefs,  and  an  over  nice  re- 
fpeét  to  our  Saviour’s  perfcn,  h  is  worth 
our  noticethat  the  reprehenfon  was  mild 
and  gentle,  and  her  adlions  touched  upon 
with  all  the  tendernefs  and  compaflion 
imaginabfe  ;  it  feemed  to  be  uttered  wtth  a 
compaflionate  voice  and  winning  counte- 
nance,  with  a  charitable  tongue  and  indul- 
gent  heart ;  it  was  only,  “  Martha,  Martha, 
**  thou  art  careful  and  troubled  about  many 
things,”  tjiou,  alas,  like  a  good  hoqfe- 
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wiíe  art  taken  up  in  the  oeconomy  ancfc 
management  of  thy  family,  and  in  a  de- 
cent  and  hofpitable  reception  of  thy 

friends  and  acquaintance,  but  it  were  bet- 
ter  for  thine  own  foul,  and  more  conducive 
to  thy  real  intereíf,  that  thy  meditations 
wers  fixed  on  higher  objetfs,  and  thy  God 
had  more,  and  thy  friends  Iefs  of  thy  care  ; 
“  but  one  thing  is  needful,”  that  is, 
one  thing  is  chiefly  to  entertain  our 

thoughts,  and  empioy  our  time,  and  to  be 
taken  a  particular  care  of  beyond  other 
matters  ;  one  thing  is  to  be  prtncipally  in 
our  view,  and  to  refi  under  our  moft  feri- 

I'.jous  and  mature  confideration,  and  all  our 
atfiions  and  endeavours  in  the  the  courfe  of 
our  lawful  cailings,  and  the  progrefs  oí  our 
lives,  mufi  have  a  manifeft  tendency  to- 
wards  the  furtherance  aud  promotion  of 
this  main  and  ultimate  end.  This  great 
duty  is  the  care  of  our  fouls,  and  this  care 
confifis  in  the  provifion  of  fuch  virtues 
and  graces,  whilft  w'e  are  upon  earth,  as 
may  be  a  lafting  fupport  to  us  in  a  future 
ftate,  it  is  a  !ively  faith  and  a  regular 
pradfice,  a  true  notion  of  God,  and  a  fin- 
cere  difcharge  of  our  duty — Not  but  that 
there  is  a  time,  as  Solomon  fays,  for  every 
fhing — not  but  that  the  entertainment  of 
our  lriends,  thekeeping  up  hofpitaIity,  and 
the  recreation  of  our  bodies,  arein  a  mo- 
derate  degree  as  warrantable,  as  the  at- 
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tei&ance  at  church  and  the  offering  líp  our 
prayers  is  neceflaiy.  However,  we  are  ftill 
to  confider  that  religion  is  the  grand  an<} 
principal  affair  of  human  life,  and  that  all 
otherthings  which  reiate  to  the  fupport  of 
the  body,  or  the  convenience  of  our  earth- 
1  v  beings,  are  only  to  be  made  ufe  of  as 
means  fubordinate  and  inílrumental  to* 
wards  our  chief  and  ultimate  end. 

What  our  Savidur  fays  to  the  fcribes  and 
phartfees  about  paying  titheof  mint,  annife 
and  cummin,  and  omitting  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy  apd 
faith,  may  be  very  ^pplicable  in  repri- 
manding  our  fcrupulous  concern  for  little 
matters,  whcn  we  difregard  affairs  of  the 
higheft  and  moft  necdfary  confequence, 
“  thefe  thing9  ought  yeto  have  done,  and 
“  not  left  the  otheF  things  undone  :**  the 
great  and  moral  duties  which  the  finger  of 
God  has  written,  caH  for  a  preci(e  and 
pun&ual  obfervance,  but  things  of  bare 
ufe,  convenience  or  expediency,  may*  be 
tranfaded  with  an  inferior  care,  and 
fhould  rather  be  not  negieded  or  forgot- 
ten,  than  anxioufly  puríued  or  immode- 
rately  enjoyed. 

The  eneomium  which  our  Saviour  be- 
ftowed  upon  Mary’s  wifdom  fand  prudence, 
for  making  choice  of  that  one  ufeful  and 
important  thing  which  Martha  negletfled, 
is  accounted  for  by  the  lafting  nature,  as 
well  as  the  excellence  of  the  thing  chofen 
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«*  Mary  hath  chofen  the  good  part,^vyhich 
“  (hall  not  be  taken  away  from  her.  She 
hath  confidered  that  the  coming  of  our 
Saviour  into  the  houíe,  was  not  ío  much 
for  the  refreíhment  of  his  own  nature,  as 
the  ftrengthening  and  confirming  of  their 
faith  ;  and  thereforefhe  might  ieafonably 
think,  that  fhe  would  better  comply  with 
the  defign  of  his  vifit  by  hearkentng  to  hts 
doélrine  than  by  waiting  on  hts  perfon. 
We  find  her  accordingly  in  the  fubtniffive 
pofturc  of  a  difciple,  fitting  at  the  feet  of 
her  great  Mafter,  and  reCfeiving  with  re* 
verence  thofe  oracles  of  truth  which 
dropped  froin  his  lips.  An  honourable 
privilege  and  beneficial  fcrvice,  a  fervicé 
which  muft  at  prefent  enlighten  the  mina, 
and  would  in  the  end  reward  the  pains  ot 
her  that  fcrved. 

If  Elizabeth  íhould  cry  out,  “  Whence 
««  is  this  that  the  mother  of  my  Lord 
“  fhould  come  to  me  ?”  and  the  Centiyrion, 
though  “  a  man  in  authority,”  íhould 
think  his  roof  unworthy  to  receive  fo  ex* 
traordin3fy  a  perfon  as  our  Saviour,  aud 
had  rather  he  íhould  difpatch  his  meffage 
by  a  fecond  hand,  than  put  himfelf  to  the 
trouble  of  a  formal  vifit ;  certainly  the 
houfe  where  thefe  two  fifters  Jived,  was 
hígh1y  favoured  by  íuch  a  gueft,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  muft  be  wonderful!y  en- 
lightened  by  his  fcraphic  difco&rfcs. 
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Mary  was  truly  fenfibl#  of  her  prefent 
happinefs,  and  intent  upon  the  et-ification 
of  her  foul ;  íhe  fat  with  patience,  and 
was  inílru&ed  in  meeknefs,  heard  w-ith 
a.joyful  heart,  and  obeyed  with  a  willing 
mind.  She  did  not  take  theword  into  her 
foul,  as  the  ftrong  ground  in  the  paFable 
received  the  good  feed,  and  threw  up  only 
a  hafl:y  and  fudden  flalk,  which  couid 
not,  for  want  of  earth,  endure  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  of  the  fun :  but  fhe  learned  in 
order  to  pradice,  and  heard  the  word  that 
íhe  might  keep  the  commandment.  “  She 
“  hath  taken  the  good  part.”  Reafon  haS 
moved  and  faith  dtre<fled  he!r :  the  option 
was  prudent,  and  the  benefit  valuable ; 
the  happinefs  fatisfa<ftory,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment  lafling. 

We  generaHy  make  an  eflimate  of  thinga 
from  their  duration,  and  meafuretheir  in- 
trinfic  worth  by  their  permanency  and  fo- 
lidity.  JS’ow  if  we  go  by  the  fame  rulé  in 
comparing  tfae  things  of  this  wotid  with 
thofe  of  another,  we  íhall  foon  know  how 
to  cafi;  the  balance,  and  wheret^fix  the 
pre-eminence, —  l'he  faíhion  of  this  worid 
pafltth  away,  and  the  glories  of  it  quickly 
dwindle  a od  vaniíh:  all  earthly  things  are 
upon  the  ebb  and  flow,  and  human  enjoy- 
mcnts  are  Jiabie  to  dílaflers,  and  lubjeét  to 
decay  :  honour  is  uncertainlaud  plcaiure 
a  dream :  riches  are  fickle,  and  beauty  is 
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fading :  but  the  feár  6f  the  Lord  endureth 
for  ever,  and  virtue  extends  her  poíTeíiions 
to  another  ílate.  Earthly  etljoyments  are 
fubjéíl  to  cafualties  and  accidenis  ;  and  the 
beft  guarded  poífeftions  may  be  loft  by 
plunder  or  accideíit ;  butvirtueis  inapreg- 
aable,  and  her  treafures  defy  the  attacks 
of  fortune  ;  is  fedate  ánd  compofed  in  the 
midft  of  advérfity,  and  expedfts  her  re- 
ward  in  a  better  kingdom. 

O  bleffed,  and  thrice  happy  are  they, " 
who  under  the  guidance  ©f  reJigion  a<5t 
well  their  part  in  this  íinfuiworid,  and  ^ 
catry  their  eye  be'yond  mdrtality. 

Bleífed  áre  they  who  put  ort  righteouf- 
nefs  for  a  breaft-plate,  and  the  gár’ments 
of  innocénce  for  a  clothing  ;  who  provide 
bags  that  wáx  not  old  to  receive'their  fub- 
fíance,  and  adorn  the  inner  man  witb  the 
goodly  habilithems  ot  ‘tweehnefs  afid  hu 
mility ;  whereas  the  veftments  ot  the  proud 
íhall  be  moth-eaten,  the  íilver  of  the  mifer 
mfteth,  and  the  góld  of  the  oppreflbr  cah- 
kered,  the  treafure  of  the  righteous  íhall 
be  ódurable  rin  heaven,  and  ueithe'r  moth, 
riór  ruft,  nor  'Ca*nker,  if^ili  corruptit,  nor 
thieves  nor  rriffians  break  through  to  fteal 
’it  awey. 

.  $  t  'N  i  S. 
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WI  L L I  A M  W  ATSON  an d  S O N, 
No.  7,  Capel-Streét. 

Thc  Two  Wealthy  Farmcrs  ift  Part  P™* 
Ditro  2d  Part  -  •  “  “ 

Ditto,  3dPart,  and  a  Ncw  Sohg  on  aat  old  btory 
Ditto,  4th  Part,  and  a  Poctical  Talc 
Ditto,  5th  Part 
Ditto,  6th  Part  * 

Ditto,  7th  Part  - 

Two  Shoc  mabcrs,  iftPairt 
Dittó,  2dPart  -  -  -  *  * 

Ditto,  3d  Part  -  '  ;  A 

Ditto,  4fh  Part,  and  Turn  the  Carpct 
Dialoguc  bctwccn  J.  Stoek  and  W.  Simpfon 
Shepherd  of  Saliíbury  Plain,  ift  Part  - 

Ditto,  2d  Part  -  -  '  *  t 

Hiftory  ofTom  Whitc  thePoftihon,  ift  Part 

Ditto,  ád  Part  -  , 

Hiftory  of  Mary  Wóod  thc  Houfc-maid 
Hiftory  of  Charlcs  Jones  the  Foót-man 
Bcggarly  Boy  '  .  ' 

Good  Mothers  Lcgacy.  - 
Hiftory  of  John  Doylc  -  -  -  * 

1  Two  Soldiers  -  -  ' 

Life  of  Williarti  Bakcr  •  “  ,  ** 

Thc  Gameftcr*  and  thc  Stpry  of  finful  oally, 

Thc  Pilgrixns,  aú  Allegory  -  -  “ 

Parley  the  Portcr,  an  AlIegory 
Path  to  Richcs  and  Happinels  -  -  - 

Ncw  Thoughts  forthc  Ncw  Ycar 

DÍVÍne  Modd  '  .  r«r-,jr»  1  . 

Thc  Ship-wreck>  and  Executión  of  Wild  Robcrt 

Thc  Wifc  Reformed  -  -  -  - 

Tl»c  General  RcfurrcQion 

^’he  Two  Sifters  ' 

l'hc  happy  Watcrmán 
Hufbandry  Moralizcd 
Tbc  Carpcnter  - 

Thc  Apprcntict’s  Monitor 
Thc  Horfe  Racc  - 

Thc  Dram  Shop  -  "  " 
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